120                 VEGETATION  CHARTS
educational value of quadrat charting to the student himself.
Quadrat charting forces the attention to the details of
vegetation exactly as drawing a section under the microscope
forces the attention to the details of tissue structure. No
one can "become an expert plant anatomist unless he has
given the continuous attention to details of plant structure
which is involved in learning how to draw and in constantly
drawing microscopic sections; and no one can become an
expert in the finer structures of vegetation unless he has
given them the same kind of attention, which is involved
in the effort to represent them graphically. In both cases
there is the danger of falling into routine, of making the
graphic record the end in itself; in both cases the mind
should always be kept open to the problems raised l>y the
-detailed facts of structure observed.